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Improving Access: A Training Series on Cervical Cancer 
Screening and Prevention for Health Centers

Session 1: Cervical Cancer Risks & Screening Access in Public 
Housing Communities



Zoom Orientation 

1 Captions
To adjust or remove captions, click the “Live Transcript” button at the bottom of 
your Zoom window and select “Hide Subtitle” or “Show Subtitle.”

2 Questions
Please add your questions for the speaker in either the Q&A tab or in the Chat 
box.

3 Technical Issues
Please message us in the chat.

4 Recording
This session will be recorded and made available to participants. 



Please say Hi in 
the chat and enter 
your name, 
credentials, 
location, role



The National Nurse-Led Care Consortium (NNCC) is a nonprofit public health 
organization working to strengthen community health through quality, 

compassionate, and collaborative nurse-led care through:

-training and technical assistance
-public health programing 
-consultation
-direct care

To learn more about NNCC, please visit our website at www.nurseledcare.org.
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http://www.nurseledcare.org/


Accreditation Statement 

Accreditation Statement: The National Nurse-Led Care Consortium is accredited as a provider of
nursing continuing professional development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s
Commission on Accreditation. 

Successful Completion Requirements: Nurses completing the entire activity and the evaluation tool
may be awarded a maximum of 1.0 contact hour of nursing continuing professional development
(NCPD). To obtain nursing continuing professional development contact hours, you must
participate in the entire activity and complete the evaluation following the session.​

Relevant Financial Relationships: It is the policy of the National Nurse-Led Care Consortium to
require nursing continuing professional development program faculty and planning committee
members to disclose any financial relationship with companies providing funding or manufacturers
of any commercial products discussed in the educational activity. The program faculty and the
planning committee members report they do not have financial relationships with any manufacturer
of any commercial products discussed in the activity.



NNCC National Training and Technical Assistance 
Partnership (NTTAP)

Jillian Bird, MS, RN
Senior Director of Strategic Initiatives 

Matt Beierschmitt, MPP
Assistant Director of Training and 

Technical Assistance

Fatima Smith, MPH, CHES
Project Manager

Lucy Lunay
Program Intern

Regina Brecker, MPH, CHES
Project Coordinator

Anna Fry, MPH, BSN, RN
Clinical Nurse Educator



Today’s Agenda

10 min - Questions & Wrap-Up

5 min - Welcome

20 min - Cervical Cancer Risk Factors 
Annalynn Maguddayao Galvin, PhD, MSN, RN

● Overview of HPV-related cancer social risk 
factors and strategies to improve vaccination 
and screening among housing-insecure 
populations.

25 min- Public Housing and Access to Preventive Care  
Dilara Koksal, RN Charles River Health Center

● How housing instability impacts cervical cancer 
screening and practical outreach strategies to 
improve follow-up and preventive care access.



Subject Matter Experts

Annalynn Maguddayao Galvin, PhD, MSN, RN
Assistant Professor, The University of Texas- Health 

Science Center at Houston



Cervical Cancer Risks & 
Screening Access in Public 

Housing Communities 

Presented By: Annalynn M. Galvin, PhD, MSN, RN

UTHealth Houston, Cizik School of Nursing



INTRODUCTION
By the end of this presentation, the 
audience will be able to:
• Define cervical cancer risk factors and 

community factors among medically 
underserved populations.

• Explore the unique health challenges 
faced by residents of public housing.

• Discuss the importance of interventions 
to increase screening rates.

Learning Outcome:



OVERVIEW
❖ Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Cancer Epidemiology

❖ Barriers to Cancer Prevention

❖ Homelessness Considerations



Cervical & Other HPV-Related Cancer

cancer.gov/hpv

https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html
http://cancer.gov/hpv


https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html 

https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html
https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html


Death rates per 100k by Race/Ethnicity

https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html

https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html
https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html


PRIMARY 
PREVENTION

Adult & Child 
HPV Vaccination

SECONDARY 
PREVENTION

HPV Testing/Screening

HPV-Related Cancer Prevention

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6832a3

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6832a3


PRIMARY 
PREVENTION

Adult & Child HPV Vaccination

Children 11-12 years old
(as early as 9 years old)

Adolescents and young 
adults up to age 26

Adults aged 27-45 
(shared clinical 

decision with provider)
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6832a3

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6832a3


Healthy People 2030 Goal

Pingali C, Yankey D, Elam-Evans LD, et al. Vaccination Coverage Among Adolescents Aged 13–17 Years — National Immunization Survey-Teen, United 
States, 2024. MMW R Morb Mortal W kly Rep 2025;74:466–472. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7430a1

Estimated HPV Vaccination Coverage Among Adolescents Aged 13–17* Years, 
By Sex — National Immunization Survey-Teen, United States, 2024

https://ebccp.cancercontrol.cancer.gov/uploads/RTIPS/-=RT=-/WHE/DoHHS/NIH/NCI/DCCPS/7587.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7430a1


https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/metro-micro.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/metro-micro.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/metro-micro.html


SECONDARY PREVENTION
HPV Testing/Screening

• Technological screening advancements
⚬ Papanicolaou test (Pap test)
⚬ HPV DNA test (HPV test)

• Current screening guidelines:
⚬ Pap test only every 3 years
⚬ Co-testing (Pap test + HPV test) every 5 years
⚬ HPV test only every 5 years

(self-sampling HPV test)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK526306/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK526306/


https://progressreport.cancer.gov/detection/cervical_cancer

https://progressreport.cancer.gov/detection/cervical_cancer
https://progressreport.cancer.gov/detection/cervical_cancer


OVERLAPPING RISKS

• Special Medically 
Underserved Populations

• Access to Health Care

• Medical Fear

• Stigma

• Health Literacy

• Sexual Trauma

UTHealth Houston Cizik School of Nursing

HPV-Related 
Cancer Prevention

Homeless Individuals



OVERVIEW

❖ HPV Cancer Epidemiology

▪ HPV-related Cancer & Prevention

▪ Housing Instability

❖ Barriers to Cancer Prevention

❖ Homelessness Considerations



Housing Instability is a Critical Issue

Sheltered Homeless

Hotel/Motel Doubled-up

148,238 children under 
the age of 18 (33% 
increase since 2023)

771,480 U.S. people in a single night in January 2024

1,240,135 
students total

(903,903 
doubled up)

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf


METHODS

2
Criteria: Full-text, peer-reviewed studies that 

measured HPV-related cancer prevention 

behaviors in homeless individuals were included.

Identificatio
n (n=155)

+ 152 records from databases
+ 3 records through hand searching

Screening 
(n=43)

- 85 duplicate records removed
- 27 records excluded by title/abstract

Eligibility 
(n=21)

- 22 full-text articles excluded, based on  
eligibility criteria

3
…for record sorting 

and interrater 

reliability checks

1
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/


WHAT DID WE FIND?

Summary of Articles
• Settings: USA (e.g., CA, TX), France

• Data collection range: 1992-2020

• Sample sizes: 29-2,882

• Age ranges: 14-83 years

• HPV-related cancer prevention 

(some articles had more than one):

o Cervical cancer screening (n=18)

o HPV vaccination (n=5)

o Other HPV prevention (n=2)
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Galvin, A. M., Akpan, I. N., Garg, A., Cuccaro, P. M., Thompson, E. L., & Santa Maria, 
D. M. (2024). HPV-related cancer prevention among people experiencing housing 
instability: A systematic review. Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 10-1097.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/


Individual and pooled prevalence of cervical cancer screening among samples of eligible homeless individuals

Notes: Reported values are percentages and standard errors; pooled prevalence and pooled standard errors are calculated as noted below. Articles that did not 
include an examination of cervical cancer screening adherence (based on the individual’s study measurement or < 3 years if not specified) or at least 1 HPV 
vaccination were not included in pooled prevalence calculations.

The prevalence of 
cervical cancer

screenings among 
homeless 

individuals ranged 
from 37.1 to 94.6% 
(pooled prevalence 

around 59.8%). 

Galvin, A. M., Akpan, I. N., Garg, A., Cuccaro, P. M., Thompson, E. L., & Santa Maria, D. M. (2024). HPV-related cancer prevention among people experiencing housing 
instability: A systematic review. Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 10-1097.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/


Individual and pooled prevalence of Cervical Cancer Screening
among samples of eligible homeless individuals

The prevalence of HPV 
vaccination among homeless 
individuals ranged from 11.5 
to 51.9% (pooled prevalence 

around 42.9%) 

Notes: Reported values are percentages and standard errors; pooled prevalence and pooled standard errors are calculated as noted below. Articles 
that did not include an examination of cervical cancer screening adherence (based on the individual’s study measurement or < 3 years if not 
specified) or at least 1 HPV vaccination were not included in pooled prevalence calculations.

The prevalence of cervical 
cancer among homeless 

individuals ranged from 37.1 
to 94.6% (pooled prevalence

of screenings around 
59.8%). 

Galvin, A. M., Akpan, I. N., Garg, A., Cuccaro, P. M., Thompson, E. L., & Santa Maria, D. M. (2024). HPV-related cancer prevention among people experiencing housing 
instability: A systematic review. Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 10-1097.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/


Significant findings
• Female/Male HPV vaccination
• Education, relationship status, duration of 

residence, and a gynecologist visit in the last 
12 months and ever having a Pap test. 

• Themes related to physical pain, sexual 
trauma discomfort, and potential re-
traumatization with Pap testing

WHAT ELSE DID WE FIND?
In samples of homeless 

individuals…

Galvin, A. M., Akpan, I. N., Garg, A., Cuccaro, P. M., Thompson, E. L., & Santa Maria, 
D. M. (2024). HPV-related cancer prevention among people experiencing housing 
instability: A systematic review. Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 10-1097.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/


Significant findings
• Female/Male HPV vaccination
• Education, relationship status, duration of 

residence, and a gynecologist visit in the last 
12 months and ever having a Pap test. 

• Themes related to physical pain, sexual 
trauma discomfort, and potential re-
traumatization with Pap testing

In samples of homeless 
individuals…

Non-significant findings
∙ Homelessness and HPV vaccination 
∙ Homelessness and HPV knowledge and 

awareness

Homeless individuals 
compared with those who are 

stably housed

Galvin, A. M., Akpan, I. N., Garg, A., Cuccaro, P. M., Thompson, E. L., & Santa Maria, 
D. M. (2024). HPV-related cancer prevention among people experiencing housing 
instability: A systematic review. Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 10-1097.

WHAT ELSE DID WE FIND?



Significant findings
➔ Female/Male HPV vaccination
➔ Education, relationship status, duration of 

residence, and a gynecologist visit in the 
last 12 months and ever having a Pap test. 

➔ Themes related to physical pain, sexual 
trauma discomfort, and potential re-
traumatization with Pap testing

In samples of homeless 
individuals…

Homeless individuals compared 
with those who are stably housed

Significant findings
➔ Clinics that serve homeless individuals had 

a lower incidence rate of cervical cancer 
screening compared to clinics that served 
less homeless individuals associated with 
the discontinuation of cervical cancer 
screening follow-up care 

➔ Stably housed men who had sex with men 
had a lower odds of having a HPV-vaccine 
preventable anal HPV strain versus 
people unstably housed

WHAT ELSE DID WE FIND?

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40085435/


Prevalence of HPV Vaccines
Homeless Youth and General Youth by Numbers of Doses



Prevalence of 1 or more HPV Vaccines: Homeless 
Youth and General Youth in Housing by Sex`



Prevalence of 1 + HPV Vaccines Homeless Youth and 
General Youth in Houston by Race/Ethnicity



OVERVIEW
❖ HPV Cancer Epidemiology

❖ Barriers to Cancer Prevention

▪ Cervical Cancer Screening Barriers

▪ HPV Vaccination Barriers

❖ Homelessness Considerations



CERVICAL
CANCER

ORAL/
THROAT
CANCER

ANAL
CANCER

PENILE
CANCER

VULVAR
CANCER

VAGINAL
CANCER

HPV - Health 
Related Cancer 

Prevention

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION...

Homeless  
Individuals

Sheltered Unsheltered

Hotel/Motel Doubled-up

UTHealth Houston, Cizik School of Nursing

● Medically Underserved 
Populations

● Social Factors
● Access to Health Care
● Medical Fear
● Sexual Trauma
● Health Literacy
● Stigma



What are the biggest 
gaps in HPV vaccination 

delivery research?

https :/ / s tacks .cdc.gov/ view/ cdc/ 52464

1. How to increase HPV vaccine confidence through social media interventions

2. How to encourage providers to attend in-clinic quality improvement interventions

3. What are best practices for health insurers and plans

4. How to address rumors about HPV vaccine spread via social media

5. What is the impact of connecting immunization information systems to electronic 

health records and exchanging data bidirectionally

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/52464




OVERVIEW
❖ HPV Cancer Epidemiology

❖ Barriers to Cancer Prevention

❖ Homelessness Considerations

▪ Population-Specific Considerations

▪ Cervical Cancer Prevention Considerations

https://dx doi org/10 1353/hpu 2025 a975576

https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/hpu.2025.a975576


health care





THANK YOU
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Subject Matter Experts

Dilara Koksal, BSN, RN, PCN
Women’s Health Nurse Coordinator, 

Charles River Health



Cervical Cancer 
Screening and Housing 
Assistance: Improving 
Access, Stability and 
Screening

Presented by Dilara Koksal BSN, RN, PCN 
Women’s Health Coordinator

Daniela Jurado, MBA, CCHW
Community Health Lead 



Objectives

Review health 
related needs

Intersection of health 
related needs, 

access to care, and 
preventive services

Importance 
targeted 

intervention to 
access health care



Health Related Needs Screening

Housing, Transportation, 
Food, Internet, Financial 
Assistance

2025: 10,433 health-related 
needs completed: 2,301 
requested assistance. 
(Graph)

2024: 1,545 out of 
12,531(Graph)

Statistics do not include 
provider or self referrals 
outside health-related 
needs

Health Related Needs Screening Form

Health Related Needs Screeners



Housing 
Challenges
• State Funding Issues 
• Wait list
• Housing conditions 
• Expenses
• Administrative Burdens; 

Documentation and Paperwork 
Burdens



Housing Challenges- Get t ing Documentat ion

• Having to connect to another agency or 
organization to access the records or 
documents needed for housing

• Requests to support homeless individuals 
• Patients may just not have the necessary 

documents to show proof of citizenship
• Example: Common situation- a family of 

five living in one room in an apartment. 
The apartment is under the name of 
someone else. In this case they do not 
have proof of residence at their location

*Lack of documentation means tighter 
constraints on access to available resources*



Housing Intersects With Health Care

Intimate partner violence and a need 
to get out of their current housing for 
safety reasons

● One less income to pay rent

● Fear of getting help

Expenses: create conflicting priorities
● Getting healthy foods for conditions 

such as diabetes

● Nutritional support

Poor housing conditions are common: 
rats, pests, mold, stoves that don’t 
work

● Leads to other health issues: respiratory 
issues, cardiac issues



How CRCH 
Helps w/  
Healt h 
Relat ed 
Needs



Chart Review for 
Pap Smear Pat ient s

▪ 76 patient Chart review
▪ Random sampling of Pap patients 

ages 21-70
○ 13 of the patients had multiple health-

related needs



Other Challenges Faced  

Fear of leaving 
house Child care Work Understanding 

can be due to language 
barrier/education

Fear of the 
unknown Finances Phones



How CRCH has adapted to Challenges

Prevention and 
wellness team-
pap manager

Partnerships 
(Larger Facilities)

Referral 
streamlined for 
patient needing 

higher care

Training 
providers in 

colposcopies

Use of Epic Health 
maintenance care 

gaps

Hours – open 
Saturdays, late 
appointments

Opening more 
patient slots to 

see more patient



Outside GYN 



Prevention and Wellness- PAP Manager

Role History of PAP Manager at CRCH

There has been some form of 
PAP management for at least 10 
years

2 providers that are trained in 
colposcopies

● Educating patients
● High Risk Patients
● Scheduling Colposcopies
● Making sure Pap plans are in 

place for patients after 
colposcopies/further 
treatment

● Communicating with 
providers



Outreach Strategies



Questions?

This presentation is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) as part of an award totaling $550,000 with 0 percent financed with non-governmental sources. The contents are those of 

the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement by, HRSA, HHS, or the U.S. Government.



Evaluation



Certificate
Once you submit the evaluation, please wait approximately 20 minutes for your certificate to arrive. It will come 
from “Smartsheet Automation,” and be linked at the very bottom of the email (as seen below). You will not need 
to request access.



Access Health Center Resources

NNCC Resource Library

https://nurseledcare.phmc.org/news-resources/resource-library.html
https://nurseledcare.phmc.org/news-resources/resource-library.html


Upcoming Trainings

Improving Access: A Training Series on Cervical Cancer Screening and Prevention for Health Centers
○ March 10, 17 & 24, 2026 - 3pm EST - Sessions 2, 3 & 4
○ Registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Bs53T-k4S_C_LeRlXOQpUQ

Comprehensive Case Management for Prenatal Care in Health Centers: Improving Access & Outcomes
○ March 4, 2026 - 3 pm EST
○ Registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tZvwoSTTT3-ey4vVznEgmg

Expanding Access: Leveraging Patient Support Services to Increase Cancer Screening Rates
○ March 5, 2026 - 3 pm EST
○ Registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B8A7zQ1XTbqemrnfPh8cWg

Health Center Preparedness & Response Forum Series: Session 3 - Workforce Readiness
○ March 11, 2026 - 2 pm EST
○ Registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8c4vJMkpS_uL7Bnl7X6Hsw

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Bs53T-k4S_C_LeRlXOQpUQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tZvwoSTTT3-ey4vVznEgmg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B8A7zQ1XTbqemrnfPh8cWg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8c4vJMkpS_uL7Bnl7X6Hsw


Thank You!

If you have any further questions 
or concerns please reach out to 

Regina Brecker at rbrecker@phmc.org

Subscribe for the Latest Updates
Subscribing to our email newsletter is the best way to learn about all of 

NNCC's free webinars and other online learning opportunities.

SUBSCRIBE

mailto:rbrecker@phmc.org
http://eepurl.com/cmshtD
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